











[ UNDERGROUND J 


g*-H],'.IKgH>.Vi:]r:t 










Energy Comics #1 

Published January 1980 

(1st edition) 

Educomics 

S1.25 

36 pages 

Printrun of 10,000 copies 

7" x 10 1/4" 

ISBN: 


Stories: 

16 - Mr. Appropriate 
16 - Pie In The Shy 

36 ■ Bibliography * 9 " 


Artists: 

Leonard Rifes (editar) - 2(el, 3.9,20- 
Denis Kitchen- 1,3S[ad) 
Lyuba ZM***- 12-1 W) 

Rlnaldo KunliM- 20-23(1) 

Mori a Wright - 24-267 

Larry RLppee - 3D 

Harry Drlggs [-'R, Dlgga") - 31-34 


Ks.pl. 


Comments: 



inttoduction 



Much of the debate over energy strategy has been between opposing 
visions of the future. 

Those who seek to increase energy production have been sustained by the 
dream of ever-growing wealth and power, and of the freedom of choice that 
being wealthy and powerful brings. They have argued that only by increasing 
energy use can the economy expand and give opportunities to the poor. 

Those who oppose big energy projects have often been guided by a dream 
of harmony with nature, and of the freedom from outside authorities that 
local self-relianceallows. 

The big energy promoters have accused those who oppose their projects 
of attempting to impose unpopular dreams on the nation. Who is imposing on 
whom? 

The costs of increasing our energy supplies are paid by all of us, whether 
or not we share in the great wealth and power they make possible. We pay 
with our taxes, our utility bills, and with our health. We pay in decreasing 
security as military tensions arise over foreign oil. Our security decreases again 
when nuclear power plants and liquefied natural gas facilities are built carrying 
the potential of catastrophic accidents. We may yet pay a great cost if burning 
fossil fuels alters world climate. 

The energy controversy is more than a battle between those who desire 
wealth and those who glorify frugality, however. It is a battle between strate- 
gies which enrich the few at the expense of the many, and strategies which 
could create even more wealth but would spread it more equally. What is 
being contested is the ownership and control of energy. 

Energy Comics is an attempt to help alert people to the feasibility of de- 
centralizing energy production now and to the dangers of over-centralized 
energy projects. 

Besides its didactic purpose, Energy Comics is also dedicated to the ideal 
that comic books be fun and entertaining. 

This comic book will hopefully be reprinted. I welcome criticism and coun- 
terargument to refine the quality of its information and increase its usefulness 
as an organizing tool. 

Also please send clippings, information, and suggestions for stories in fu- 
ture issues. 

The stories in this comic book are protected by copyright in the names of 
the artists. I encourage you to contact them for the right to reprint their sto- 
ries. You can write to them in care of Educomics No special permission is 
needed for brief excerpts used to illustrate a review. If you do this, though, 
please note by each illustration that the work is copyrighted. Also please 
mention that a single copy of Energy Comics costs S1 -50 postpaid from 
Educomics, box 40246, San Francisco, California, 94140, USA. 



Leonard Rifas 
editor/publisher 



Energy Comics is copyright © 1980 by Leonard Rifas and respective contributing artists. 
First printing January, 1980. Printing number 5 4 3 2 1 
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AM G PLANTANG 
NUKLEAR 

What does a poor nuclear reactor manufacturer do 
when nobody at home wants to buy more nukes? They 
do what U.S. multinationals always do when stuck 
with unsalable goods— dump them in Third World 
countries. 

Westinghouse (or General Electric) supplies the 
reactor— and often the "sweetening" bribe needed to 
win the deal; the U.S. Export-Import Bank (read "tax 
dollars") provides the funds; the Nuclear Regulatory 
Commission grants the export license. Receiving coun- 
tries, usually politically repressive regimes, gain a mam- 
moth symbol of "modernity", nuclear weapons capa- 
bility, and the highly centralized technological infra- 
structure so important in maintaining internal "stabi- 
lity". 

Everybody wins! — well, not quite everybody. 
For three years, the peasants, fishing people and 
workers of Morong, Bataan have been fighting the 
construction of the Philippines first nuclear power 
plant. Forced relocation without compensation, the 
destruction of farming and grazing land, as well as the 
local fishing industry, led to the formation of the 
Movement of Concerned Citizens of Bataan. Despite 
martial law, the Movement collected 50,000 signatures 
nation-wide on a petition to stop plant construction. 

Joining ranks with Filipino environmentalists, the 
Movement pointed to the dangerous absurdity of 
siting a nuclear plant on an active volcano, near five 
earthquake faults, in an area hit by tidal waves! 

The $1.1 billion project, nearly a third of the coun- 
try's external debt, will provide electricity mainly for 
export industries - not for the 70% of the population 
who lead malnourished lives in the countryside. 

The fight to stop this export has become an inter- 
national one. 33 cities around the world participated 
in an International Day of Protest on June 5, 1979. 

So much noise has led the NRC and even President 
Marcos to reconsider. But what about the bitlia 
tax dollars which the Export-Import Bank is quietly 
Tunneling into Westinghouse and C.E. coffers via sales 
to South Korea, Taiwan. Mexico...? Hm 





IMUKLE AR KOMIKS 

The illustrations on these two pages are from the 
c book "Napocor N UK LEAR KOMIKS, vol. !, no. 
1 ", which was published in the Philippines by Pamban- 
sang Korporasyon sa Elektrisidad (National Corporation 
of Electricity). 

"NUKLKAR KOMIKS" tells two stories, "The Fish- 
erman and the Nuclear Plant" and "There was a Love". 

In the first story, Senyong, a fisherman, is unhappy 
about the construction of a nearby nuclear power plant 
which he thinks will pollute the waters and kill all the 
fish. The neighborhood chairman decides "Unfortunate- 
ly we have no explanation that can convince Senyong, 
so the best thing is Lo wait until the plant is in operation 
and see what effects it will have on our lives." After the 
plant goes into operation, Senyong sees that the fish are 
still plentiful and consequently that "there is no pollu- 
tion In the sea from the operation of the nuclear plant." 
The story concludes with Senyong admiring the beauti- 
ful, useful nuclear plant. 

In the second story, Gerardo, a "scholar", returns to 
the Philippines and to Ofelia, his love. He had been stu- 
dying and working on a moon shot in the United States 
Gerardo tells his countrymen that he has returned to 
help in the construction and operation or a nuclear 
power plant. Gerardo says 'T know your doubts, fellow 
countrymen, but they are baseless." After describing 
the benefits of nuclear power he concludes, "1 am a 
Filipino, a native of this place. My relatives and friends 
are here and all those dear to me. Do you think 1 would 
endanger them all with the nuclear plant?" The plant is 
then built. When people try to thank Gerardo for the 

mderful nuclear plant he tells them "thank the nation- 
al leadership under President Ma 

"NUKLEAR KOMIKS" argues that the Philippines 
need a nuclear power plant because of rising gas, kero- 
sene, and oil prices, and the growing burden that im- 
jjnrtiriK Ehese fuels places on national finances. It tells 
Filipinos that cheap, safe, abundant nuclear power 
will create jobs and prosperity, prevent brown-outs, 
and contribute to the progress of the nation. 

Both stories generally ignore the serious anti-nucle- 
ar arguments. Ignoring these critical arguments is easi- 
er than refuting them. 
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